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Abstract
Voltaire, arguably one of the most influential and crucial 
characters during the Enlightenment period. He was 
able to implement his ideologies while criticizing social 
norms in many of his literary works. Influenced by the 
many fortunes and tragedies of his time, he was able to 
transform these events and constitute them into a 
philosophy that changed the world forever. Challenging 
the ideas of his time, Voltaire writes Candide to criticize 
the optimistic ideologies held by many of the other 
philosophers of his time.
Conclusion and Discussion
Many would agree in calling Candide a guideline 
into a small overview of Voltaire’s philosophy. He 
constantly criticizes the ignorant level of optimist 
that was very common in his time, he did not do 
this to shame his fellow compatriots, but in fact to 
open their eyes and inspire them to fight for the 
rights they were entitled to. He was an innovator 
of his era, and that is why he is regarded as one 
of the most crucial philosophers of the 
enlightenment period.
Further Research
Some further research ideas may include an 
analysis of the role that gender and religion play 
in the novel.  
Key Points
● Candide is believed to primarily be a satirical work to ridicule the 
philosophy of German philosopher G.W. Leibniz and the idea 
that the world we live in is the most perfect. 
● He introduces Pangloss as a parodic character to Leibniz to 
make fun of his philosophy.
● In a time where he was seen as an extreme pessimist, it is this 
pessimism that shaped his perception of the ideal society, which 
he implements in his novel, Candide. 
● Being contributed with an imperative role in the French 
Revolution, his philosophy has forever changed the world.
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